
March 
2-8-Week of Prayer North American Missions and Annie Armstrong Offering 
3-Pastors Conf. - 10:30 a.m. - EBA Office 
4-Secretary Luncheon - 11:30 a.m. - EBA Office - Sherry Gill Speaker 
6-ECI Term 4 Begins - 6:00 p.m. - EBA Office 
7-8* -Complete-Renew - Trussville First 
9-Daylight Savings Time Begins 
9-12-Bi-Vocational  Revival 
10-Pastors Conf. - 10:30 a.m. - EBA Office 
10-12-Bag Days 
13-Retired Ministers Luncheon - Noon - EBA Office 
13-14-Closed for Cleaning and Restocking 
15-Church Media/Library Conference - 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. - EBA Office  
16-Palm Sunday and Substance Abuse Prevention Sunday 
17-Pastors Conf. - 10:30 a.m. - EBA Office 
20 - EBA Office Closes at noon for carpet cleaning 
21 - Good Friday - EBA Office Closed and Missions Center Closed 
23-Easter Sunday 
24-Pastors Conf. - 10:30 a.m. - EBA Office 
28-Summer Missions Application Deadline 
29-Bible Drills Jamboree - 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. - Southside First 
31-ALT - 8:15 a.m. - EBA Office 
31-Pastors Conf. - 10:30 a.m. - EBA Office 
 
April 
4&5-Disaster Relief Feeding Unit Training - North Glencoe 
6-Associational Bible Drills - 2-4 p.m. - EBA Conference Room 
7-Pastors Conf. - 10:30 a.m. - EBA Office 
8-WMU Annual Meeting - 6 p.m. - EBA Office 
12-19 - BCM Spring Break Mission Trip 
14-Pastors Conf. - 10:30 a.m. - EBA Office 
14-18-AEA Spring Break 
14-16* - Spring Senior Adult Retreat - Shocco 
17* -Bus & Van Safety - Baptist Building - Montgomery 
18-19* -State Disaster Relief Training - Shocco 
18-19* -Temporary Child Care Training - Shocco 
20-Sanford Sunday - Association wide 
21-Pastors Conf. - 10:30 a.m. - EBA Office 
21-23* -Human Relations Conference - Shocco 
23-Secretaries Day 
24-VBS Clinic - 6-9 p.m. Place to be announced 
26-VBS Clinic - 9a.m. til 12 noon - Place to be announced 
28-Pastors Conf. - 10:30 a.m. - EBA Office 
 
 
Dates with * are State Sponsored Events 
Dates in red are Missions Center Events 

Dianne Lowe, 

Church & Community Director 
 “Each one should use whatever gift he has re-
ceived to serve others, faithfully administering God’s 
grace in its various forms.”      I Peter 4:10 
 We have all been gifted by God in some way and it is 
God’s will that our giftedness be used for His glory on a daily 
basis.  We had an opportunity to learn about an instrument to 
help Christians discover how they are uniquely gifted through 
the Uniquely You  Seminar on February 9.  25 Etowah Bap-
tists were introduced to this combination spiritual gifts inven-
tory and personality profile.  We are now certified to use this 
material in the local church and would be happy to introduce 
it to your church.  Please let us hear from you if we may be of 
assistance in this area. 
 Are you gifted in teaching children/youth? Light con-
struction? Door to door survey/evangelism? Sports?  If so, 
pray about your possible involvement in our upcoming mis-
sion trip to Indiana .  A team of Etowah Baptists will travel 
to Vincennes, Indiana on June 21 -28 to work with the 
Heritage Baptist Church in these areas.  It is such a joy to 
bring together members of several EBA churches to jointly 
carry out a missions project.  By the end of the trip, we are 
family.  If you would like more information, please call me 
(Ext. 25) or ask Cheryl to place you on the Indiana mailing list. 
 Or maybe your church needs to be the recipient of 
ministry this summer.  A youth and adult team from North 
Shelby Baptist Church will be coming to Etowah 
County June 8-14 to do children/youth ministry, light con-
struction, painting, cleanup/removal, survey work, block par-
ties, etc.  If your church has a need during that week, please 
let me know and we will do our best to get your need met 
through these faithful servants. 
 Much research and effort has gone into our EBA 
Strategy Planning, What Really Matters .  We appreciate 
so much the responses to the church questionnaires that we 
received from 36 EBA Churches.  We are very thankful for 
the input from representatives of 31 EBA churches at the five 
Listening Sessions that we had in January.  We have gleaned 
much information and insight; we are now in the prayer stage 
prior to actually setting priorities and goals, which will take 
place in March.  It is not too late for you to share your 
thoughts with your association staff as regards the key issues 
that were identified: Family Issues in General (Finances, Dwindling 
value of marriage, teen/children issues, divorce, drug/alcohol abuse, 
etc.) 
Stress in the life of the Minister & his Family 
Need for Expanded Doctrinal Education of Church Members
 Some of the facts gleaned that you might want to know: 
There are approximately 1400 Marriages and 1300  
Divorces each year in our county. 
 71% of our churches have fewer people in Sunday School 
now than they had in 1995. 
 Based on Man on the Street interviews, an unchurched 
person is just as likely to be able to give a faith rather than works 
answer to the faith question as a churched person. 
 In the next ten years, the possibility exists that 10-15 EBA 
churches may have to face the issue of merger or closure. 
 These are statistics that concern us.  Let’s bathe our 
association of churches in prayer for God’s guidance as we 
seek to address these issues in the next three to five years. 

 Quarterly Executive Board Meeting  

Monday, May 19  

10:00 a.m.  

EBA Conference Room  

Mark Your Calendar  

Family Fun Day - Saturday,  May 17 

9 a.m. - 2 p.m. - Big Oak Ranch 


